Bristol Combination Plate Quarter Final 1st November 2009 

Midsomer Norton 0 Cleve 38

The conditions for this game were not good with heavy rain and strong winds driving straight down the pitches, luckily by kick off the rain had stopped. Captain Zinny Norman lost the toss meaning the lads would be battling against the wind for the first half, however right from the kick off Cleve were up and at Midsomer and were moving and retaining the ball against a very ferocious wind. Zinny Norman played at fly half and Jack Stephens and James Floyd at inside and outside centre the ball was moving along the line beautifully. The forwards were also supporting well rucking over and recycling well. Although difficult conditions Cleve were dominating possession and territory. Jason Bennet was back to his best digging the ball out from the rucks and feeding good passes out to the backs. A scrum in our own 22 led to the ball being fed out to James Floyd who broke through and ran the length of the pitch to score under the post. Ryan Watts converted the try to make it 7-0. From the kick off again some fine passing led to Richard Lane being able to stretch his legs and again score under the posts. Ryan again converted the try making it 14-0. Zinny, Jack, James and Richard were defying the conditions passing the ball along the line excellently this led to Jack Stephens scoring an excellent move to again score under the posts with Ryan converted making the half time score 21-0. 
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The second half with wind was always going to be spent mainly in Midsomer’s half. Liam Davis backed up an excellent first half performance with some excellent tackling and rucking. Some excellent forward play led to McCauley Parsons smashing over the line in his typical fashion. Ryan Watts continued his impressive display by converting the try. Our second row of Max Evans and Sam Williams were both making some excellent impact runs, especially good to see Sam Williams runs of old. Although dominant Cleve could not score to compliment the play they were producing. James Robinson see more of the ball in the second half and was rewarded with a try after excellent work from the backs. It was just reward for some excellent tackles he made in the first half. Ryan Watts ensured he had a faultless kicking day kicking from near the touchline. Zinny Norman in true fly half tradition kicked a drop goal that went more like a bullet over the crossbar. Cleve were unlucky not to add to the score with McCauley not being able to latch onto a Richard Lane pass and James Robinson just not being able to outstrip the defence. Wes Long gave his full-blooded committed performance and was also unlucky not to score.

1.Cameron Lippiatt, 2. Kieran Campbell. 3.Harry Bishop, 4. Sam Williams. 5. Max Evans. 6. Liam Davis. 7. McCauley Parsons, 8. Wes Long, 9. Jason Bennet, 10. Zinny Norman, 11. James Robinson, 12, Jack Stephens. 13. James Floyd. 14. Richard Lane. 15. Ryan Watts.

Replacement. Harley Dando, Luke Moorhead, Tyler Lewis, Ed Donahue

Picture gallery www.flickr.com/photos/cleve_under_13s 
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